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IN THE MATTER OF THE )
EARLY CLOSURE OF THE )
GURRY CTRCUTT COURTS )
AND THE NORTH BEND )
crRcurT couRT DUE To )
SEVERE WEATHER AND )
HMARDOUS CONDTTTONS )

This Matter Coming Before the Court on its Own Motion:

Whereas Chief Justice Order 07-051 authorizes a Presiding Judge to close or limit
services in their Circuit Courts due to severe weather and hazardous conditions; and

Whereas on December 2 and 3, 2007 a hurricane-force storm caused power outages,
communication-system failures and hazardous conditions for commuting in both Curry
County and the North Bend/Coos Bay areas of Coos County.

lT lS THEREBY ORDERED that the Curry County Circuit Court will cease operations at
3:00 p.m. on December 3, 2007 and vacate the Curry County Courthouse, and remain\--' closed for the rest of the day, in compliance with the Curry County Board of
Commissioners order to shut the Courthouse and all other County Buildings at that time.

It is further ordered that the North Bend Circuit Court of Coos County cease operations
at 4:00 p.m. on December 3,2007 and remain closed for the remainder of the day
because of the loss of their heat and power.

It is so ordered this 3'd day of December,2OOT.

Nunc pro tunc 3d day of December, 2007.
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General Order
No.07-03

Fifteenth Judicial District



ln the Matter of Court Closures
and Service Limits in Several
CiJcuit Gourts Because of
December Storms and Hazardous
Conditions

CHIEF JUSTICE ORDER
No.07-051

ORDER AUTHORIZING PRESIDING JUDGES TO
CLOSE AND LIMIT SERVICES IN SEVERAL
CIRCUIT COUHTS DURING THE WEEK OF
DECEMBER 3,2007, AND AUTHORIZING THEM TO
RE.OPEN IN OTHER LOCATIONS AS NEEDED TO
PROTECT THE PUBLIC AND COURT PERSONNEL
AND TO EXTEND THE STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS

On December 2 and 3, 2007, a hurricane-force storm caused power outages, communication-
system failures, flooding, and other hazardous conditions in western Oregbn, particularly in
coastal counties, that disrupted court and other government functions. The Governor declared
a state of emergency. The Department of Administrative Services closed all executive branch
state.agencies except for 24-hour operations. County officials closed county facilities, including
courthouses, for all or part of December 3 and 4,2007, in some counties. iommunication-
systems failures and power outages effectively closed other courts. Severalpresiding judges
ordered their courts to close for all or part of a day; some were unable lo communicate the
closure in writing or by telephone during the closure.

Therefore, I ORDER the following pursuant to ORS 1.002 and ORS 1.08S, as amended by
Oregon Laws 2007 chapter 547, section g, to

. protect the public and court personnel from hazardous conditions, and

o extend the statute of limitations under oRS 1.060(3) and 174.120 and oRCp 10A.

1. Presiding ludges may, by oral order, close circuit courts completely or close for limited or
only emergency matters during the week of Decembe r 3,2007, when needed because the
December 2 - 3,2007, storm and its aftermath created hazardous conditions and other
barriers to service.

2. A presiding judge wtro closes a circuit court for some or all purposes as a result of the
December 2 - 3, 2W7, storm

a. must memorialize that decision in a written order; the written order may be issued nunc
pro tunc and must recite the reasons for and extent of the closure;

b. may designate alternate sites in the court's city or county to accept filings or conduct
proceedings in a safe manner;and

c. with agreement of another state court, may arrange an alternate location in another state
court lor the court to sit and conduct the court's business as needed, including to accept
filings. The court must designate that alternate site in a written order.

The trial court administrator is the official custodian of orders that a presiding judge issues under
this paragraph and must provide a copy to the Chief Justice and State Court nOministrator as
soon as feasible.



3. ln the manner the presiding judge determines will give sufficient notice of the court's status
in case of full or partial closure or full or partial relocation as allowed under this Chief Justice
Order, a circuit court must advise the folloriving people and authorities as soon as possible:

Chief Justice of the Oregon Supreme Court
r State Court Administrator
o State and localauthorities
. Oregon State Bar and localbar association
o State and localnews media

lf the court requests help or is unable to advise those people and authorities, the State Court
Administrator will help the court advise those people and authorities.

This order takes eflect immediately and ratities the circuit court closures that presiding judges
ordered tor December 3 and 4,2OA7, as a result of the December 2 - 3 storm.:

Clatsop County Circuit Court
Coos Gounty Circuit Court
Curry County Circuit Court
Lincoln County Circuit Court
Tillamook County Circuit Courl

Dated mis * - dayof P4.^1"*,zw7.

PaulJ. De Muniz


