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For Immediate Release: 
 
Effective April 1, 2012, Chief Justice Paul De Muniz has appointed Judge Karsten Rasmussen 
to serve as the Presiding Judge for Lane County Circuit Court.  The appointment is for the 
period April 1, 2012, to December 31, 2013.  
 
Judge Rasmussen was appointed to the bench in 1999.  He has served as the Court’s 
Associate Presiding Judge since 2008 and as a member of the Court’s Executive Management 
Team since 2004. Judge Rasmussen has most recently served as the Court's Civil Motion judge 
and has been a member of the 2nd Judicial District Commercial Court, where he has handled 
complex commercial matters. The judge also regularly conducts settlement conferences in 
personal injury, business, employment, construction, domestic relations and criminal cases. 
Judge Rasmussen plans to continue his settlement conference and complex litigation roles. 
 
A native Oregonian who was raised in Junction City, Judge Rasmussen has been active in 
many community activities over the years, including numerous boards and committees.  He  
also serves on numerous statewide Judicial branch task forces and committees as assigned by 
the Chief Justice. He practiced law in the area of civil litigation for 16 years throughout the state 
prior to joining the Circuit Court. Judge Rasmussen was a member of the Oregon State Senate 
(District 22, rural Lane County) from 1993 to 1995. Judge Rasmussen served a two year term 
as President of the Oregon Circuit Court Judges Association. He regularly lectures on civil 
procedure statewide for attorneys and judges and teaches Oregon Civil Procedure at the 
University of Oregon School of Law.  
 
Judge Rasmussen replaces former presiding Judge Mary Ann Bearden who retired from the 
bench March 30, 2012.  
 
 
 
 


