
Forcible Entry and Detainer (Evictions) Process  
 
FEDs (Forcible Entry and Detainer) are filed by landlords to evict tenants.  

Forms are available at the Multnomah County Courthouse, 1021 SW 4th Ave., Room 
210, Portland, OR 97204, as well as on the Evictions (FEDs) web page. Please read the 
FED Instructions  and the forms thoroughly before attempting to file an FED.  

Before filing an FED:  

1) the tenant(s) must receive a notice of eviction; and  
2) the date/time to vacate on the notice must be expired.  

At the initial hearing a judge will determine: whether a trial is necessary; or if the 
landlord should receive immediate possession; or if an agreement can be made 
between the parties. There are Filing Fees  to begin the eviction process and, if a trial is 
necessary, there are Trial Fees  for both parties.  An Answer must be filed by the 
tenant(s). Answer forms are available in Room 210. The parties will be notified by mail 
of the trial date.  

If the landlord prevails and is given judgment for return of the premises, a Notice of 
Restitution may be issued by the court clerk for possession of the property. The notice 
cannot be issued any later than 60 days after the judgment is entered. There is a Fee 
for the clerk to issue the notice. The notice gives the tenants four days to move out of 
the premises (vacate), including removing personal property. Contact the Multnomah 
County Sheriff's Office for more information about their service fees.   

A Writ of Execution of Judgment of Restitution is a court directive that the sheriff serves 
on the tenants permitting the landlord to take possession of the premises at the end of 
the four day period provided for in the Notice of Restitution. The writ must be issued by 
a court clerk and scheduled with the sheriff’s office. A writ not served and enforced 
within 30 days of issuance will expire. There is a Fee for the clerk to issue the writ,  
which is available in Room 210. Contact the Sheriff's Office for information about their 
service fees.  

FEDs may be appealed to the Court of Appeals. You may wish to consult an attorney 
familiar with appellate procedures for advice on how to file an appeal.  

Guide & File is an online option for filing of the initial FED Complaint and Summons. 
Interactive  iForms and detailed instructions are available on the court’s Forms webpage 
The Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA) may apply to your case.  This federal law 
may not allow you to get a default judgment if the defendant (tenant) does not respond.  

 
YOU ARE STRONGLY ADVISED TO TALK TO A LAWYER IF A DEFENDANT 
IS IN THE MILITARY 
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Return of Personal Property  

Return of Personal Property complaints are filed by tenants, or former tenants, against 
the landlords for the return of personal property. Forms are available from the 
Multnomah County Courthouse, Room 210.  

At the hearing a judge will determine if a trial is necessary, or if the tenant receives 
judgment for the personal property. If a trial is necessary the landlord must pay a first 
appearance filing fee, or receive a deferral/waiver from a court clerk or judge, and file an 
answer. Answer forms are available in Room 210. The tenant's additional trial fee is 
also required.  
 
A Return of Personal Property Judgment may be appealed to the Court of Appeals . If 
you get to this point you may wish to consult an attorney familiar with appellate 
procedure.  
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