APPOINTMENT OF ATTORNEYS FOR CHILDREN

For nine years, the Judges of the Multhomah County Family Court have strongly supported a
project that arranges for attorneys to represent children in their parents’ domestic relations case,
when a Judge determines this step is appropriate. These cases are usually ones involving
disputes over custody, parenting time, or other parent-child relationship issues. Sometimes the
requests are made by the parents. Sometimes the child makes the request (especially an older
child). Sometimes it is the Judge who raises the issue.

When a Judge decides to appoint an attorney for a child, that Judge routes information about
the child and the case to Judge Susan Svetkey’s department. Judge Svetkey oversees the
program. Her staff notifies the referring Judge of the name of one of approximately 85 local
practitioners who is available for the type of case involved and the upcoming hearing dates.

The referring Judge then prepares an Order of Appointment and sends the attorney copies of
documents from the court file and contact information for the parents and the child. The parents
receive a copy of a court order that spells out their duties to cooperate with the child’s attorney
regarding reports and access to the child.

Most of the cases involving attorneys for children settle, i.e., more court hearings are not
necessary. The job of the child’s attorney is to focus on the child’s best interests or what the
child wants, not the parent’s wishes. Often this influence helps resolve disputes, whether the
parents have attorneys or are representing themselves.

Attorneys on this panel have volunteered for this work and usually provide their services for
free. They often receive training from Child Centered Solutions, an organization that focuses on
representing children in family court.

The law that addresses appointments of attorneys for children is set out in part at ORS
107.425(6) and in Supplemental Local Rule 8.085.



