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General Judgment of Dismissal 
Instructions for Packet 18 

 
Notice about these instructions and forms. 

 These instructions are not a complete statement of the law.  They cover basic procedure for uncomplicated family 
law cases.  For legal information, please talk to a lawyer or visit your local law library. 
 The instructions may refer to some forms not included in this packet.  If you have a question about a form you 
cannot locate, you should consult your local court which may have the form available.   
 IMPORTANT:  Check with your local court or your court’s family law facilitator to make sure you have 
followed the procedures and used the correct forms for your court.  Many courts have their own forms and rules.  
Information about how to contact your local court may be found at the Oregon Judicial Department website: 
http://www.courts.oregon.gov. 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THESE FORMS 
There may be some circumstances in which you want to dismiss your family law case after you have filed the initial 
paperwork (petition) but before a judgment has been signed.   IMPORTANT:  These forms are to be used ONLY where 
a judgment has not been entered in your case. 
 
The phrase “without prejudice” means that, even though the current case may be dismissed by the court, you can file 
another family law case if you wish to in the future.  
 
If you and the Respondent (other party) do not agree about dismissing the case, follow the directions in part A. If you and 
the Respondent are in agreement about dismissing the case, follow the directions in part B. 
 

A. IF YOU AND THE RESPONDENT (OTHER PARTY) DO NOT AGREE 
1.  Fill out the form called “Notice of Voluntary Dismissal Without Prejudice” (NOTICE). The case heading (names and 
case number) at the top of each form will be the same as it is on the petition that started the divorce, separation, or other 
family law case. All of the conditions listed in a) through d) must be true for you to be able to sign the NOTICE.  
 
2.  Serve the NOTICE on the Respondent. You may use the sheriff’s office, a process server or any competent person 18 
years of age or older (who is a resident of the state of service and not a party to the case, nor an officer, director or 
employee of a party, nor an attorney for a party), to complete service.  This means you cannot serve the documents 
yourself, because you are a party.  For information about other service methods, talk to your local courthouse facilitator. 
 
3.  After the NOTICE has been served, the person who serves them must complete and file the “Affidavit of Service” 
with the court. 
 
4.  Take the NOTICE, AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE, and blank “General Judgment of Voluntary Dismissal Without 
Prejudice” (JUDGMENT) to the court and file them with the court clerk. Ask the court clerk when a judge might be 
available to decide the matter.  Once the judgment has been signed by a judge, the clerk will keep the originals for the 
court’s legal file. 
 

B. IF YOU AND THE RESPONDENT (OTHER PARTY) AGREE 
1.  Fill out the “Voluntary Stipulation to Dismiss Without Prejudice.” Make sure both of you sign your names on the 
appropriate lines and have your signatures notarized. The case heading (names and case number) at the top of each form 
will be the same as it is on the petition that started the divorce, separation, or other family law case. 
 
2.  Take the signed “Voluntary Stipulation to Dismiss Without Prejudice” and blank “General Judgment of Voluntary 
Dismissal Without Prejudice” to the court and file it with the court clerk. Ask the court clerk when a judge might be 
available to decide the matter.  Once the judgment has been signed by a judge, the clerk will keep the originals for the 
court’s legal file.  



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF OREGON 
FOR THE COUNTY OF __________________ 

 
In the matter of □ the Marriage of   
      ) Case No. ____________________ 
________________________________, ) 
   Petitioner,  ) NOTICE OF VOLUNTARY DISMISSAL 
      ) WITHOUT PREJUDICE 
      ) 
 and     ) 
      ) 
________________________________, ) 
   Respondent  )
 
□ Notice of Dismissal by Petitioner 
 

Petitioner files notice of dismissal of this case without prejudice as to Respondent and certifies, under 
penalty of perjury, that: 

 (a) This notice is the first dismissal filed by Petitioner in this case; 
 (b) Filing and notice of dismissal have been served upon Respondent at least 5 days prior to the day of 

trial;  
 (c) All costs and filing of service have been paid; and 
 (d) No response or motion has been served upon Petitioner by Respondent as of the date of this notice. 

 
                
Petitioner, Signature       Date 
 
Certificate of Document Preparation.  You are required to truthfully complete this certificate regarding the 
document you are filing with the court.  Check all boxes and complete all blanks that apply: 
 □ I selected this document for myself and I completed it without paid assistance. 
 □ I paid or will pay money to ________________________________ for assistance in preparing this 
form. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
                
□ Petitioner □ Respondent, Signature    Print Name 
 
                
Address or Contact Address   City, State, Zip  Telephone or Contact Telephone 
 
I certify that this is a true copy        
     □ Petitioner □ Respondent, Signature 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF OREGON 
FOR THE COUNTY OF __________________ 

 
In the matter of □ the marriage of   
      ) Case No.      
________________________________,  ) 
   Petitioner,  ) VOLUNTARY STIPULATION TO DISMISS  
      ) WITHOUT PREJUDICE 
 and     ) 
      ) 
________________________________,  ) 
   Respondent  )
 
Stipulation to Dismiss 
 
 Both parties have agreed (stipulated) to dismiss this case without prejudice certifying that: 
 (a) This notice is the first dismissal filed by Petitioner in this case; and; 
 (b) All costs and filing of service have been paid. 
 
                
Petitioner, Signature      Respondent, Signature 
 
□ Both parties have agreed (stipulated) to the terms of this Voluntary Dismissal as evidenced by the signatures 
below (signatures must be notarized): 
 
                
Petitioner, Signature      Respondent, Signature 
 
State of       ) 
County of       ) 
 
 This instrument was acknowledged before me on    , 20     , (date) 

by       .  
  (Petitioner’s Name)   
                

  Notary Public for    /Court Clerk 
       My Commission Expires:       
State of       ) 
County of       ) 
 
 This instrument was acknowledged before me on    , 20     , (date) 

by        
  (Respondent’s Name)  
                

  Notary Public for    /Court Clerk 
       My Commission Expires:       
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Certificate of Document Preparation.  You are required to truthfully complete this certificate regarding the document 
you are filing with the court.  Check all boxes and complete all blanks that apply: 
 □ I selected this document for myself and I completed it without paid assistance. 
 □ I paid or will pay money to ________________________________ for assistance in preparing this form. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
                
□ Petitioner   □ Respondent, Signature    Print Name 
                
Address or Contact Address   City, State, Zip   Telephone or Contact Telephone 
 
I certify that this is a true copy:     , □ Petitioner □ Respondent, Signature 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF OREGON 
FOR THE COUNTY OF __________________ 

 
In the matter of □ the marriage of   
      ) Case No.     
________________________________,  ) 
   Petitioner,  ) GENERAL JUDGMENT OF VOLUNTARY 
      ) DISMISSAL WITHOUT PREJUDICE 
 and     ) 
      ) 
________________________________,  ) 
   Respondent  )
 
 Based on the following documents:  

  □ Notice of Voluntary Dismissal without Prejudice served on the Respondent no later than 5 days 
before trial. 

  □ Stipulation to Dismiss where both parties have agreed (stipulated) to dismiss this case without 
prejudice. 

IT IS ORDERED that this case is dismissed without prejudice. 

 DATED this ________ day of ________________________________, 20______. 
 
                
        Circuit Court Judge 

                
        Print Name 
 
Certificate of Document Preparation.  You are required to truthfully complete this certificate regarding the document 
you are filing with the court.  Check all boxes and complete all blanks that apply: 
 □ I selected this document for myself and I completed it without paid assistance. 
 □ I paid or will pay money to        for assistance in preparing this form. 

Submitted by: 
 
                
□ Petitioner □ Respondent, Signature    Print Name 
 
                
Address or Contact Address   City, State, Zip  Telephone or Contact Telephone 
 
Certificate of Mailing.  I certify that I mailed a copy of this judgment and attachments thereto by U.S. Mail with postage 
paid to the other party at the following address:      on the following date:    
 
                
□ Petitioner   □ Respondent, Signature  Print Name 
 
I certify that this is a true copy:        □ Petitioner □ Respondent, Signature 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF OREGON 
FOR THE COUNTY OF 

 
In the Matter of the □ Marriage of:  ) 
      ) Case No.      
________________________________,  ) AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 
   Petitioner,  ) □ Personal Service (ORCP 7D(2)(a)) 
  and    ) □ Substitute Service (ORCP 7D(2)(b)) 
      ) □ Office Service (ORCP 7D(2)(c)) 
________________________________,  ) □ Service by Mail, Return Receipt Requested 
   Respondent.  ) (ORCP 7D(2)(d)) 
        
 

 I,         , declare I am a resident of the County of 

      , State of              .  I am a competent person 18 years of age 

or older and not a party to or attorney in this proceeding. I certify that the person, firm, or corporation served is the 

identical one named in this action.  

 (Check one of the following): 

 1. □ Personal Service.  On the _______day of _____________________, 20____, at __________ a.m./p.m., I 

served true copies of the original Petition and Summons (with attached Notice of Voluntary Dismissal Without 

Prejudice) by delivering them to □ Petitioner □ Respondent _________________________ (name) in person at the 

following address  within the County of _______________________, State of ________________. 

 

 2. □ Substitute Service.  On the   day of    , 20____, at    a.m./p.m., I served true 

copies of the original Petition and Summons  (with attached  Notice of Voluntary Dismissal Without Prejudice) by 

delivering them to                (name), who is a person age 14 or older and a member of the 

household of the party to be served, at the following address :        

     within the County of    , State of ________________.  (Complete the section 

below only if the undersigned performed the followup mailing required by ORCP 7D(2)(b).  If a party or other person 

other than the undersigned did the follow up mailing, s/he must use a separate Affidavit/Certificate of Mailing.)  

 □ On the    day of     , 20 , I personally deposited a true copy of the 

Petition and Summons  (with attached Notice of Voluntary Dismissal Without Prejudice) with the United States Postal 

Service, via first class mail, in a sealed envelope, postage prepaid, addressed to the party to be served: 

□ Petitioner □ Respondent      (name), at the party’s home address listed above, together with 

a statement of the date, time and place that the documents were hand-delivered to the party’s dwelling (residence). 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE - Page 1 of 2 
Dismissal-18:  AffidavitSrv18Ver03 (3/08) 



 3. □ Office Service.   On the    day of    , 20____, at    a.m./p.m., I served true 

copies of the original Petition and Summons  (with attached Notice of Voluntary Dismissal Without Prejudice) by 

delivering them, in person, to the office of the party to be served, located at: 

                    (address), during normal working hours for that office, where I 

left the documents with             (name), who is a person apparently in charge and who has a 

business duty to provide the documents to the party to be served.  

(Complete the section below only if the undersigned performed the followup mailing required by ORCP 7D(2)(c).  If a 

party or other person other than the undersigned did the follow up mailing, s/he must use a separate Affidavit/Certificate 

of Mailing.)  

 □ On the    day of     , 20 , I personally deposited a true copy of the 

Petition and Summons  (with attached Notice of Voluntary Dismissal Without Prejudice) with the United States Postal 

Service, via first class mail, in a sealed envelope, postage prepaid, addressed to the party to be served: 

□ Petitioner □ Respondent                (name), at the party’s: □ home address located at: 

                            (address), OR □ business address, listed above, 

together with a statement of the date, time and place that the documents were hand-delivered to the party’s office. 

 

 4. □ Service by Mail, Return Receipt Requested.  On the    day of     , 

20 , I personally deposited two true copies of the Petition and Summons  (with attached Notice of Voluntary 

Dismissal Without Prejudice) with the United States Postal Service, one via first class mail, and the other sent certified 

or registered, return receipt requested, or express mail, with postage on both copies fully paid, addressed to the party to 

be served:  □ Petitioner □ Respondent                (name), at the party’s: □ home address located 

at:                              (address). (NOTE: If mailed return receipt 

requested, the return receipt should be attached to this Affidavit of Service.) 

 
Certificate of Document Preparation.  You are required to truthfully complete this certificate regarding the document 
you are filing with the court.  Check all boxes and complete all blanks that apply: 
 □ I selected this document for myself and I completed it without paid assistance. 
 □ I paid or will pay money to ____________________________ for assistance in preparing this form. 
 
I hereby declare that the above statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief, and that I understand it 
is made for use as evidence in court and is subject to penalty for perjury. 
 
 
Dated this _______ day of ______________________, 20 _____. 
 
 
                 
Signature of Server       Print Name 
 
                 
Address or Contact Address   City, State, Zip  Telephone or Contact Telephone 
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