
 
  
 Henry Kantor is a Judge of the Circuit Court of the State of Oregon for Multnomah 
County.  He was appointed to the District Court in 1994, was elected to a six-year District Court 
term in 1996, became a Circuit Court Judge in 1998 and was elected to six-year Circuit Court 
terms in 2002 and 2008.  Prior to taking judicial office, Judge Kantor practiced civil trial and 
appellate law in Oregon’s state and federal courts, emphasizing class actions and other complex 
litigation, as well as serving as an arbitrator, pro-tem judge and reference judge.  As a trial 
judge, he presides over civil, criminal and probate trials, sits on the court’s Civil Motion Panel 
and, for several years, administered the court’s Medical Negligence and Asbestos Dockets.  
During 2004-2005, Judge Kantor sat pro-tem on the Oregon Court of Appeals.    
 
Personal: Judge Kantor was born in Newark NJ in 1954.  He moved to Portland OR in 

1976.  He has been married to Jill since 1982 – they enjoy two daughters. 
 
Education: Judge Kantor graduated with a B.A. cum laude from the University of 

Pennsylvania in Philadelphia PA in 1976.  He received his J.D. degree from the 
Northwestern School of Law of Lewis & Clark College in Portland OR in 1979.  
While in law school, he served as an extern clerk for Judge Alfred T. Goodwin of 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  He regularly attends 
continuing legal education seminars and courses. 

 
Employment: Judge Kantor served as an associate to class action attorney Henry A. Carey 

(1979-83); a partner in the law firm of Delo, Kantor & Stamm (1984-86); of 
counsel to the law firm of Pozzi, Wilson, Atchison, O’Leary & Conboy (1987-
92); and a partner in the law firm of Kantor and Sacks (1992-95). 

 
Courts: Judge Kantor is admitted to practice before all Oregon state courts (1979); the 

United States District Court for the Districts of Oregon (1979) and Arizona 
(1990); the United States Court of Federal Claims (1994); the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth (1979) and Sixth (1988) Circuits; and the United States 
Supreme Court (1988).  

 
Associations: Judge Kantor is a member of the Oregon State Bar, Oregon Judicial Conference, 

Oregon Circuit Judges Association, American Bar Association, Multnomah Bar 
Association, Federal Bar Association and American Inns of Court.  He served as a 
member of the Oregon State Bar’s House of Delegates over 2000-2001.  In 2006, 
he began serving as a delegate to the ABA Judicial Division. 

 
Publications: Co-author, “Class Actions and Shareholder Derivative Actions,” 
   Federal Civil Litigation in Oregon (OSB-CLE 1994 and 1998 Supp.) 
  Co-author, “Relationship Between State and Federal Courts,” 
   Federal Civil Litigation in Oregon (OSB-CLE 1998 and 2002 Supps.) 
  Author, “Pleading Punitive Damages in Oregon,”  
   17 Litigation Journal No. 3 (OSB 1998) 
 



Commission: Oregon Commission on Judicial Fitness and Disability (2001-2009);  
  chair (2008) 
 
Council: Oregon Council on Court Procedures (1987-93); chair (1991-93) 
 
Boards: Multnomah Law Library Board of Directors (2008-present) 
  Multnomah CourtCare Advisory Board (2003-2006) 
  Classroom Law Project Board of Directors (1997-2000) 
  Northwestern School of Law Board of Alumni (1996-99) 
 
Faculty: Oregon Trial Advocacy College (2002-2009) 
  Northwestern School of Law Trial Practice Class (1995-2000) 
   
Committees: American Bar Assn. Litigation Section Class Actions Committee (198?-present) 
  District of Oregon Gender Bias Committee (1995-disbandment) 
  Oregon Judicial Conference Judicial Review Committee (1995-98) 
  Oregon Judicial Conference Technology Committee (1999-2001)  
  Multnomah Bar Association Court Liaison Committee (1995-98) 
  Multnomah Bar Association Judicial Selection Committee (1988-91)  
  Oregon State Bar Consumer Law Section Executive Committee (1996-99) 
  Oregon State Bar Federal Practice and Procedure Committee (1990-93) 
 
Speaker: Since the 1980's, Judge Kantor has spoken to groups of lawyers in many seminars 

sponsored by the Oregon State Bar, Multnomah Bar Association, Federal Bar 
Association, Northwestern School of Law, Oregon Association of Defense 
Counsel, Oregon Judicial Conference, Oregon Law Institute, Oregon Trial 
Lawyers Association, American Inns of Court, Oregon/Washington Court 
Reporters Associations and Institute for the Advancement of the American Legal 
System on subjects including Arbitration, Attorney Fees, Business Torts, Civil 
Procedure, Class Actions, Consumer Law, Court Reporting, Damages, Deposition 
Practice, Evidence, Expert Witness Discovery and Cross-Examination, Federal 
Litigation, Federal Rules, HIPAA, Judicial and Legal Ethics, Judicial Decision-
Marking, Jury Debriefing, Legal Negligence, Lender Liability, Mediation, 
Medical Negligence, Motion Practice, Pretrial Practice, Professionalism, Punitive 
Damages, Scientific Expert Testimony, Securities Arbitration, Securities 
Litigation, Settlement Conferences and Trial Practice.  He also is a regular 
speaker to the Victims Impact Panels sponsored by the Multnomah County DUII 
Community Advisory Board. 

 
Award: Northwestern School of Law Distinguished Graduate (2006) 
 
Other:  For many years, Judge Kantor served as the Courthouse Coordinator for the 

Classroom Law Project’s High School Mock Trial Competitions.  He regularly 
judges mock trials and moot court for law school, college, high school and middle 
school student competitions.  


