
WEBSTER HOLMES is one of the public spirited and enterprising citizens of Tillamook, where for twelve years he has been

identified with the legal fraternity.

A son of David J. and Mary E. (Lewis) Holmes, his birth occurred in Polk county, Oregon, on the 7th of December, 1867.

His father is a native of Pike county, Illinois, having been born there about 1840, while the birth of the mother occurred in

Oregon in 1848.  In both lines Webster Holmes is descended from the early pioneers, representing the third generation of

both families to have located in the state. His paternal grandparents crossed the prairies from Illinois in 1848, settling in

Polk county, Oregon, on a donation claim of six hundred and forty acres, which was acquired from the government.

Owing to the great tracts of unoccupied land, the size of the ranches and the few inhabitants the early settlers had little

or no social life. Had it not been for the difficulties and dangers to be encountered on the return trip, doubtless many

would have returned to the east, whence they came as at times the loneliness, hardships and privations seemed an

exorbitant price to pay for a home.

David J. Holmes was reared on a large ranch amid the surroundings of pioneer life.  Upon attaining manhood he turned

his attention to various activities, having been engaged for a while in mining and stock-raising, while he subsequently

entered public life. From 1870 to 1874 he was county clerk of Polk county, and in 1884 he was appointed superintendent

of an Indian school, being identified with this position for six years. In 1893 he entered the general surveyor's office,

where for five years he held the position of transcribing clerk.  He has now retired from business activities, and he and his

wife make their home in Salem. To Mr. and Mrs. Holmes were born four children, of whom our subject is the eldest. The

others are: Frank, who is living in Salem; Estella. the wife of Joseph Fontaine, of La Grande, Oregon; and Eleanor, the

wife of Armon Chunkweiler, of Victor, Montana.

The entire life of Webster Holmes has been spent in his native state, his early education having been acquired in Polk

county.  Later he attended Dalles Academy and Willamette University at Salem, as well as the State Normal School at

Monmouth, Oregon.

After the completion of his preliminary education he decided to adopt the law for a vocation and entered the office of his

uncle, W. H. Holmes, of Salem, a partner of Judge B. T. Bonaham. There he applied himself to the mastery of legal lore,

being admitted to the bar on the 4th of October, 1893.

During the first year of his professional life he engaged in practice in Portland, locating subsequently in Salem, where he

remained until February, 1909, when he removed to Tillamook. Mr. Holmes devotes his energies to general practice, and

during the period of his residence in Tillamook has more than once given practical demonstration of his skill and ability in

elucidating abstruse legal technicalities.  He has succeeded in building up a large and lucrative practice, being known as

one of the capable representative's of his profession in the town.

Mr. Holmes was married on September 13, 1891 to Miss Emma Williams, a native of Portland and a daughter of P. C.

Williams for many years identified with sawmill and mercantile interests of the state. To them has been born one

daughter. Ruth, who has graduated from the high school and is now at home.

His political prerogatives Mr. Holmes exercises in the support of the men and measures of the democratic party, but has

never been an office seeker. He is president of the Tillamook County Commercial Club. an organization of one hundred

and fiftv of the town's most enterprising and public-spirited citizens, whose motive is to promote the general civic

interests. His relationship with the various members of his profession. Mr. Holmes maintains through his identification with

the Marion County and Tillamook County Bar Associations. He is one of the progressive citizens of Tillamook. where he is

held in high esteem and is recognized as a man of keen foresight, clear judgment and business sagacity.
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